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JERUSALEM AND " THE SHADOW OF DEATH "
1869 TO 1874

HUNT'S first task upon reaching Jerusalem was to find a
suitable house; and this he was not long in achieving. His
new abode, he tells us, had a weird reputation, being
regarded by all as under an evil spell. Writing to W. B.
Scott on the 7th April, 1870, he says: " You should see
how grand I am in my desolate house; it is about large
enough for a family of ten or twelve, and I walk in dismal
dignity about the unfriended rooms. Two servants attend
upon me, and sometimes a country man or woman is staying
here as a possible model. I assure you, at first starting,
even with my old experience, it required no ordinary per-
severance and energy to get to work. . . . The difficulties
were all the greater to me because I had altogether forgotten
my Arabic at first."

Whilst certain necessary alterations were in progress he
was able to make a beginning upon a subject which had
already worked itself out in his imagination, namely an
incident in the daily labour of Christ as carpenter. He
visited many native carpenters at work, and went to Bethle-
hem, where he both studied the traditional tools used by
carpenters and carried out some of the painting in open
sunlight on a flat roof, selecting models from among the
inhabitants. He lived in a tent at Bethlehem during the
autumn and part of the winter of 1869 ; and, as soon as his
house was in readiness, he returned to Jerusalem and
settled down in loneliness and desolation.
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